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Translation of part of a Monastic Charter dated Feb 22 1203-4 

 

This part of the charter is referring to Adam de Stavely’s estate of Souterskales in Chapel
-le-Dale and states as below. 

“Preterea sciendum quod tres vaccarie, scilicet/Qwernsyd, Southerskales et Birbladthwait 
remaneant prefato Ade et heredibus suis cum bosco, pratis et pasturis et omnibus suis 
pertinentiis; et heremitorium remanebit vastum ita quod nulla ibi erit nisi per licentiam 
Willelmi de Moubraid, salvis boscis, pratis et pasutris Ade et heredibus suis:  et predictus 
Adam nullam vaccariam vel logiam edificabit alibi quam in predictis tribus locis nec 
claudere pratum nisi pratum quodclausum fuit ante istam concordiam”.  

Translation. 

Furthermore it is to be known that the three cow-pastures, namely Qwernsyd, 
Souterskales and Burbladthwait are to remain with the aforesaid Adam and his heirs 
together with the wood, meadows and pastures and all their appurtenance’s: and the 
hermitage will remain waste, on condition that there will be none there except with the 
permission of William de Moubrai, save for the wood, meadows and pastures for Adam 
and his heirs; and the aforesaid Adam will build no cow-pasture or lodge anywhere else 
except in the aforesaid three places nor enclose a meadow except the meadow which 
was enclosed before the agreement. 

The first part of the translation below is describing what Adam retains for himself. 

“Furthermore it is to be known that the three cow-pastures, namely Qwernsyd, 
Souterskales and Burbladthwait (Fig3) are to remain with the aforesaid Adam and his 
heirs together with the wood, meadows and pastures and all their appurtenance’s”: 

The second part of the translation is stating the conditions relating to the enclosed land 
belonging to the hermitage and the hermitage structure. The interpretation of each 
statement is highlighted in red. 

“and the hermitage will remain waste, on condition that there will be none there except 
with the permission of William de Moubrai”, ( Nobody can dwell at the hermitage) “save 
for the wood, meadows and pastures for Adam and his heirs”; (Adam can use the land 
associated with the hermitage ) “and the aforesaid Adam will build no cow-pasture or 
lodge anywhere else except in the aforesaid three places” (Qwernside, Souterscales and 
Burbladthwait ) “nor enclose a meadow except the meadow which was enclosed before 
the agreement” ( No other meadow is to be enclosed at the hermitage). 

This interpretation of the monastic charter translation gives us  details of  the hermitage 

which  has  consisted of structures, meadowland, pasture and woodland. This dispels the 

myth that  all hermits lived solitary lives in a single celled structure or cave, and 

substantiates statements we made in a previous publication (Batty A 2014) The survey 

(Fig1&2) shows that there are enclosures adjoining the hermitage as  described in the 
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monastic charter. The Southerscales boundary drawing (Fig3) shows the location of the 

Hermitage in relation to the boundary points described in the monastic charters. 

There are now a considerable number of sites dated to the Anglo-Saxon period in the 

local area with one almost abutting the enclosures associated with the Hermitage (Fig2).  

This site on Sleights Pasture Rocks is dated to the early Anglo-Saxon period (Batty A. 

2014) and is approximately 800m from the Hermitage and  probably contemporary with 

it. To the east in Gauber Cow pasture there is another archaeological site with 

Rectangular/Longhouse form structures these could also represent the Anglo-Saxon 

period. 

Listed below is the evidence we have provided taken from all publications. 

 

1. There are 7 monastic charters stating there is a Hermitage between the end of 

Langhals (Park Fell) and Mossdale Beck (Gayle Beck). The drawing (Fig3) shows 

the location of the Hermitage in Gauber High Pasture in relation to the boundary 

described in the charters,  As stated above the Hermitage is situated on Adam de 

Stavely’s estate so is therefore abutting the western side of the Southerscales and 

Selside/Birkwith monastic boundary.  

2. The site is situated at the head of two valleys on a main route connecting  them, 

this is an ideal location for a Hermitage. 

3. A leat has been constructed  to bring water to the site a feature not found on any 

other sites at present. This may suggest that the location of the site was the main 

criteria, not the need to construct it next to a water source as is the case with other 

farmsteads of this period in the area. 

4. The excavation carried out in the 1970s  (King A.1978) showed the structure to be 

the largest  found in the area and revealed the walls to be of exceptional width, 

these are also the most substantial found. There were two other structures 

excavated one being a kitchen connected to the largest building by a paved path, 

the other probably a smithy with evidence of metal working. The southern entrance 

of the largest structure is exceptionally narrow and long, the latter due to the width 

of the walls. There was thought to be evidence for a screen on the interior of this 

entrance, causing  people turn to the right on entry, and also a screen dividing the 

building into two rooms. Evidence for a hearth in the centre of the floor in the 
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southern room is also unusual, all the hearths currently found in Anglo-Saxon 

period  structures in our area have been situated against outside walls. Given 

the points made here we interpret the southern room as being used for religious 

functions. The paved path connecting the northern  entrance to the  kitchen 

suggests the room at the northern  end was being used for domestic habitation. 

The current academic interpretation of this building as a Viking Longhouse with 

animals being housed in one end appears to be based on wishful thinking, 

rather than detailed research and interpretation. 

5. Finds recorded from the excavation included 3 coins one being of Bishop 

Wylfhere of York, and also a small bell with a high quality metal finish which Mr 

King stated could have religious connotations (King A 1978a) 

6. The  large number of sites in the area being dated to the Anglo-Saxon period 

increases the potential population,  resulting in the situation where it is very 

likely there would be a religious  establishment administering to the local 

population. 

The information from the 1203/4 monastic charter has allowed us to gain an insight 

into the  archaeological remains of the hermitage we might expect to see today. 

There can be no doubt that the survey’s are conducive  with the charter description. 

We have  radiocarbon dates for several other sites some of these are also from the  

Anglo-Saxon period and will be published  in due course.  
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Hermitage 

Fig 3. Showing  location of the Hermitage in relation to the Southerscales boundary, 
Langhals and the end of Mossdale Beck, these are the points described on the Monastic 
boundary perambulations.                                                                 Drawn by A Batty. 
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